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Course Title
Politics of Asia-Pacific

Course Description

This course introduces students to the dynamics of international relations and
the fascinating Asia-Pacific region. It will also help them think critically about
the challenges facing actors in this region, including the United States. Also, it
looks at how states in the Asia-Pacific region develop policies and strategies
to manage international crises and build stability through regionalization. The
first term develops knowledge of the policies and strategies of the states in
Northeast Asia and uses scenario building to explore the management of the
challenges posed by the rise of China and the role of the US, disputes over
territory in the East China Sea between China and Japan, the status and

security of Taiwan, and the nuclear crisis on the Korean Peninsula.

Courses Outcomes

By the end of the course, you should be able to:

o Discuss central concepts relevant to international politics in the region;

e Apply international relations theories to analyze Asia Pacific politics'
dynamics.

e Analyse the foreign policy of major powers in the Asia-Pacific

o Explain the roles of ASEAN and small states in shaping regional
architecture 5. Discuss and debate effectively as an individual and as a

team

Course Objectives

The course aims to develop knowledge and understanding of the nature of
international politics in the Asia-Pacific, the conceptual and theoretical issues
relating to those politics, equip students with essential skills to analyze the
foreign policy of major powers, and explain the role of regional institutions and

small states, and enhance communication skills.



Understanding various geo-political and geo-strategic approaches
informed by the theoretical framework of strategic studies

China's economic rise and military modernization, particularly in the
Indo-Pacific region

India and the Indian Ocean vis-a-vis the China rise

Japan’s confrontation with China in the East China Sea over various
combinations of smaller Islands

The US interest and presence in the Asian region (i.e., the entire Indo-
pacific region)

The role of significant power in the inter-state rivalry between North
Korea and South Korea

Russian geo-political and geo-strategic interest in the Asian region

Australian geostrategic interplay with significant powers such as the US

and emerging players such as India in the Indian Ocean region

Course Contents

Week 1:
Week 2:
Week 3:

Week 4:

Week 5:

Week 6:

Week 7:

Week 8:

Week 9:
Week 10:

Introduction Asia-Pacific: Constructing a Region
Theory in the Asian Context Contesting Regional Order

America: Black ships to military bases America: Trump and

Beyond

China: Empire, war, and revolution China: Grand strategy of a

new hegemon

Japan: Falling out of the great power club? India: Moving into

the Great Power Club?

ASEAN & Southeast Asian centrality Indonesia: Independence

to great power?

Australia & the Pacific: Geography and history South Korea: A

“global” Korea?

Beyond the State |: Environmental & human security in Asia

Flashpoint I: The Korean peninsula
Midterm Exam

Beyond the State II: Feminist IR in the Asia-Pacific Flashpoint II:
The East China Sea



Week 11: Asia’'s economic miracle & the economic-security nexus

Flashpoint 1ll: The South China Sea

Week 12:  Flashpoint IV: The Taiwan Strait Asia-Pacific rivalry: Anarchy,

insecurity, and power

Week 13: Beyond the State Ill: Crime & terrorism in Asia Future gazing:

from Asia-Pacific to Indo-Pacific?

Week 14:  Russian geo-political and geo-strategic interest in the Asian

region

Week 15: Alliances for the Containment of China in Asia Pacific, 12U2,

Indo-Pacific Policy of the US, AUKUS

Week 16: Final Exam
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